
















• Marine mammals

• Fishing

• Cultural resources

• Avian and bat 

• Visual

• Bottom habitat

• Other ocean uses (DOD, 
etc)

Key Siting Issues 





Environmental Studies

Example Field Surveys:

• Archeological (Marine and Terrestrial)

• Visual Impact Assessment (including 

historic properties)

• Wetland Delineation

• Sensitive Habitat Surveys

• Avian and Bat Surveys 

• Benthic Surveys 

• Fishing Surveys

• Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle 

Surveys

Example Desktop Studies:

• EMF modeling

• EFH Analysis

• Navigational Risk Assessment

• Air Emissions Analysis

• Underwater and In-Air Acoustic 

Modeling

• Marine Mammal Risk Assessment

• Sediment Transport Modeling

• Other analysis to support NEPA



Geophysical and Geotechnical Surveys

Deep geotechnical 

cores to sample 

sediment at certain 

foundation locations

Multibeam depth sounder

to determine water depths 

and general bottom 

topography

Seafloor imaging (side 

scan sonar survey) to 

identify natural and man-

made acoustic targets

Magnetic intensity 

measurements for 

detecting ferrous objects

Sub-bottom profiler 

to map the near 

surface (chirp) and 

deeper (boomer) 

stratigraphy

Vibracores to collect 

sediment samples to 

ground-truth geophysical 

information and assess 

technical properties (e.g. 

thermal resistivity)

















Cable 

Installation 

Vessel
- “Big Max” arrived in RI in February 

- Final outfitting work in Quonset

- Offshore installation began in April 

2016



Spooling of 

Finished Cable 



Cofferdam on 

Block Island



Horizontal 

Directional Drill 

Rig











Offshore 

Service Vessel 

Built in RI

• Deepwater contracted with Rhode Island Fast Ferry (Quonset, Rhode Island) to build 

a state of the art crew transfer vessel 

• Rhode Island Fast Ferry contracted with Blount Boats (Warren, Rhode Island) to 

build the vessel

• The crew transfer vessel is a 70’ catamaran with a tier 3 engine and custom bow to 

safety and efficiently transport workers from the Quonset to the Block Island Wind 

Farm







dwwind.com /DeepwaterWind @DeepwaterWind

John O’Keeffe

Manager – O&M and Marine Affairs

jokeeffe@dwwind.com

Videos at:  vimeo.com/deepwaterwind


