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Annual Benefit

Storm Damage Reduction: $2,930/acre/year

Fisheries: $6,471/acre/year

Water Quality: $1,200/acre/year

Total Annual Economic Benefits from Salt Marsh Ecosystem Services: 

$10,871/acre/year 

In our opinion, for Martha’s Vineyard, these number probably 

overestimate the fisheries benefits a bit and underestimate the water 

quality benefits. However, they are reasonable and conservative for a 

New England salt marsh. 

This results in approximately $1.74 million a year in benefits to 

shoreline property owners and the larger community from the existing 

marsh. 



Conclusions

» Good news: Wetland migration can offset 
wetland loss over the next few decades

» Ecosystem benefits outweigh lost tax revenue

» Need to locate/map septic systems

» Monitor groundwater



Options

» Buyout all properties

» Buyout properties with structures, protect 
open space

» Easement purchase, donation or Bylaws

» Septic plan


