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What Motivates Us
Island Contributions to Climate Change

Climate Projections and Impacts



1. Healthy Natural Resources
2. Equity & Inclusion

3. Community Collaboration 
4. Resilience Building 
5. Local Action

CAP Guiding Values*

*developed through the kick-off meeting of over 100 people



Engaging our Community



Climate Action Plan: Six Thematic Areas 

Land Use, Natural Resources and Biodiversity

Transportation, Infrastructure and Waste

Public Health and Safety

Economic Resilience

Food Security

Energy Transformation



Thematic Area 

Description and Climate 

Impacts



What’s Happening Now 

Provides current baseline information related 
to the thematic area and factors that could 
influence resilience-building.



Equity and 

Questions to Consider





Individual and 
Town Actions 

to Support 
Goals



Objectives, Co-Benefits, Actions, Leads, and Cost



Land Use, Natural Resources, 
and Biodiversity
Actions include 
• discontinuing or managing development in 

vulnerable areas (e.g., flood zones); 
• preservation of salt marshes for their many 

community values; 
• setting maximum disturbance limits for new 

development and standards for the use of 
native plantings; and 

• protecting coastal pond water quality and our 
drinking water through increased collaboration 
and enhanced regulations.



Transportation, Infrastructure, 
and Waste

Actions include:

• planning for the protection or relocation of 
critical vulnerable roads that includes 
nature-based strategies, 

• collaboration with the Steamship Authority 
to build resilient port infrastructure, 

• assessing supply chain vulnerabilities, and 

• reducing solid waste.



Public Health and Safety

Actions include 
• bilingual community outreach to the public and 

health care providers on health-related climate 
impacts; 

• development of an Island-wide emergency 
preparedness, response and recovery plan; 
and 

• implementation of the regional Community 
Wildfire Protection Plan.



Economic Resilience

Actions for a resilient economic future include 
• diversifying the economy, 
• training residents for climate-related jobs, 

and 
• ensuring the transition of vulnerable 

businesses (fossil fuel-related businesses 
and those in at-risk locations).



Food Security

Actions include 
• developing standards for climate-friendly 

farming practices; 
• ensuring that a consistent food supply will 

be in place for the food insecure and during 
emergencies; 

• increasing access to lands for the 
Indigenous community; 

• increased aquaculture production; and 
support for careers in commercial fishing.



Energy Transformation

Actions include:

• increasing efficient electric home heating, the 
use of electric vehicles, and solar energy;

• microgrids and battery storage at critical 
facilities; 

• advocacy for the transition of ferries to electric 
power; 

• collaboration with Eversource for sufficient 
electric grid capacity

• energy transition assistance for low-and-
moderate income residents is a priority.



Overarching Goals

• Framework for Land Use Decision Making

• Sustainable Source of Adaptation Funding

• Capacity Building for Climate Action



CAP Implementation 

•Each action has a lead organization

•Due date, estimated cost, measures of success

•Martha’s Vineyard Commission oversees implementation

•Biannual update meetings with thematic working group liaisons

•Implementation spreadsheet

•Implementation updates on CAP website

•CAP Community Coordinating Committee: MVC and members of 

town climate and energy committees meet monthly 



Community Awareness/Building Support

Communications:

• Newspapers

• Island Climate Action Network

• Social media

• CAP website

• Earth Day Festival

• Student Climate Cafes

• Blue Dot magazine

WMVY Radio - Panel Discussion Series

Walking Through the Climate Action Plan

• Consumption and Waste

• Managed Retreat

• Public Health

• The Local Economy

• Renewable Energy

Climate Action Fair

CAP Presentation Roadshow:

• Select Boards

• Public meetings

• Community groups

• MV Coastal Conference



Climate Action Fair 

2023

Reduce, Repair, Renew



CAP Actions Underway

•Supply chain study (MVC)
•Native landscaping (BioDiversity Works, VCS)
•Aquaculture capacity (Cottage City Oysters)
•DRI Flood Risk Area Policy (MVC)
•Carrying Capacity study (MVC)
•Biochar research (MVC)
•Sengekontacket salt marsh study (MVC)
•Waste reduction (MV Food Waste, VCCC)

•Health Care Survey (Dukes County Health Council)
•Quarterly Public Health Outreach (Dukes County Health Council)
•Bilingual health care outreach (Island Health Care)
•Vulnerable Populations Task Force (Emergency Managers)
•More local food to Island (Island Grown Initiative)
•SNAP/HIP at Farmers Market (Morning Glory Farm)
•Climate-friendly farming (MV Ag Society)
•Local Seafood to those in need (Vineyard Seafood Collaborative)

•Eversource working group (MVC)
•Energy coaches (Vineyard Power)
•Microgrid site ID (MVC)
•Ferries Now! (MVC)
•Sustainable climate adaptation financing (MVC)
•Year-round population count (MVYPS)
•Capacity Building (MVC, VCS)



Martha’s Vineyard Community Foundation 

Climate Action Fund



Thank you for your time!

The Vineyard Climate Action Plan 

can be found at:

www.thevineyardway.org
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