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Recognizing the Wampanoag
We collectively acknowledge that Woods Hole Oceanographic 
Institution is located on the unceded ancestral and contemporary land 
of the Wôpanâak (Wampanoag) peoples. We acknowledge the 
Mashpee, Aquinnah, Herring Pond, and Assonet Wampanoag Tribes 
as the original stewards and protectors of this land and surrounding 
waters. We recognize the perpetuated detrimental effects that systemic 
governmental oppressions have had on indigenous communities as a 
result of colonization. By offering this land acknowledgement we 
accept our responsibility to understand this history, invest in 
reconciliation, and build accountable partnerships with these 
communities.



What is ResilientWoodsHole?
• MISSION: 

ResilientWoodsHole is a private-public 
initiative to ensure that the vibrant and 
productive village of Woods Hole prospers 
well into the future with the advent of major 
climate impacts. 

• GOAL: 
Lead the way in developing and applying 
strategies for increasing coastal resiliency in 
Woods Hole and serve as model for other 
like-initiatives.

ResilientWoodsHole

Neighborhoods



What is ResilientWoodsHole?
STEERING COMMITTEE
Town of Falmouth: Town Manager, Conservation 
Agent, Town Planner, Wastewater Superintendent

USCG Woods Hole

Steamship Authority

USGS  

Woods Hole Business Association

Neighborhood Representatives (3)

Woods Hole Community Association

Woodwell Climate Research Center

Barnstable County Floodplain

Sea Education Association



ISELIN 
DOCK

WEST 
BERTH

EAST 
BERTH

Great 
Harbor

BIGELOW 
BLDG

Eel 
Pond

SMITH 
BLDG

WHOI Waterfront Facility



WATER ST.
EL. 6.71 FT

EEL
POND

AE 12

Existing Village Section | Looking West

SMITH
EL. 7 FT

ISELIN / ALVIN HIGH BAY
EL. 7 FT

PILE-SUPPORTED DOCK
EL. +/- 6.5 FT 



Mapping Flood Pathways



Phases 1 and 2

Phase 2:  Extended vulnerability assessment 
(Woods Hole residences/businesses/lifelines)

Phase 1:  Woods Hole Climate Change 
Vulnerability Assessment (WHOI/MBL/NEFSC)
January – September 2020 October 2020 – October 2021



Phase 3  
October 2021 – June 2022

• OBJECTIVES: 

• Engage the local community in a 
dialogue about coastal flooding risks

• Identify village flood pathways and 
vulnerabilities

• Discuss long-term protective strategies

• Analyze and detail regulatory hurdles 
for climate resiliency actions



Community Involvement and Outreach
 Neighborhood Working Group Workshop (Aug. 

‘23)

 WH Children’s School of Science Presentation 
(Jun. ‘22, Aug. ’23, Aug. ‘24)

 Woods Hole Science Stroll (Aug. ’23 and ‘24)

 Woods Hole Community Association Annual 
Meeting (Aug. ‘23)

 RWH Climate Walking Trail Launch (Oct. ‘23)

 WaterWorks Event (Jan. ’24)

 Added to 8th Grade Curriculum in Falmouth 
Schools

 Nobska Lighthouse Museum Exhibit (May ‘24)

 Cape Cod Climate Resilience Week (Jun. ‘24)

 Public Symposiums (Sept. ’20, Nov. ‘21)

 Restore America’s Estuary Session (Oct. ‘20)

 Falmouth Select Board Presentations(Dec. ’20, 
Feb ‘24)

 Steering Committee Mtgs (10/21, 12/21, 3/22, 
5/22, 1/23, 6/23, 2/24, 10/24)

 Stakeholder Interviews

 Public Workshop (Feb ‘22)

 Online Interactive Data Portal Launch

 Focus Groups + Survey 

 Public Workshop (May ‘22)

 One Cape Summit Presentation (August ’22)

 Neighborhood Working Group Meetings (Mar. 
’23, Jun. ’23)





Interactive Map Viewer Launched



Phase 4 
October 2022 – present



Phase 4 
Climate Walking Trail

www.resilientwoodshole.org/walking-trail/



Phase 4 
Outreach and Engagement Activities

Join more than 500 others 
on social media!

FB: @resilientwoodshole
Instagram : @resilientwoodshole
Twitter/X : @ResilientWdHole

www.resilientwoodshole.org/nwg



Phase 4 
Stoney Beach Feasibility Study



Phase 4 
Floodproofing Demonstration Projects at Bigelow and Lillie Lab
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Phase 4 
Reference Reports

Phase 1 ReportPhase 2 Report
Phase 3 Report

Regulatory 
Report

Phase 4 Report

Phase 3 Report



Phase 4 
Key Community and State Recommendations

• Facilitate collaboration among 
communities to enable peer-to-
peer learning

• Build community trust
• Develop State and Local 

Adaptation Plans
• Create capacity for 

communities, institutions, and 
organizations to address 
resilience

• Incorporate adaptation and 
resilience into regulatory 
measures





Thank you…

On behalf of 
ResilientWoodsHole
Mike Barrett
mbarrett@whoi.edu

www.resilientwoodshole.org
@resilientwoodshole
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