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Martha’s Vineyard Coastal ConferenceEdgartown Harbor and Yacht Club – Rich Saltzberg (MVTimes) Edgartown Harbor, off North Water Street – Nan Byrne (MVTimes)

East Chop Drive - Rich Saltzberg (MVTimes)
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The ability to prepare for, recover from, 
and adapt to increased coastal flooding, 
coastal erosion, and associated impacts.

What does “Coastal Resilience” mean?
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Healey-Driscoll Administration has:

• Funded a record 1% of state operating budget for Energy & Environmental Affairs two years in 
a row 

• Unveiled a Capital Investment Plan with a sevenfold increase in funding for climate resilience 

• Announced $52.4 million in grant funding for the MVP Action Grant program, which is the 
largest amount of funding awarded through MVP to date 

• Announced nearly $14 million in funding for Dams and Seawalls this year 

• Will soon be releasing FY25 grants through the CZM Coastal Resilience Grant program totaling 
$5 million in funding for coastal communities and eligible nonprofits 

• Launched the ResilientCoasts Initiative to create a comprehensive statewide framework for 
coastal resilience 

COASTAL RESILIENCE IN MASSACHUSETTS
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ResilientCoasts
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MA CLIMATE CHANGE ASSESSMENT (DEC. 2022)

KEY FINDINGS ABOUT OUR COAST

• Coastal impacts on people & ecosystems are 
increasing due to sea level rise & changing coastal 
storms

• During extreme storms, road flooding causes delays in 
emergency response, potentially leading to loss of life

• Storm surge & coastal erosion cause property & 
infrastructure damages

• Sea level rise leads to coastal habitat shifts & loss of 
salt marshes & beaches

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/massachusetts-climate-change-assessment

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/massachusetts-climate-change-assessment
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“Develop a coastal resilience strategy 
that considers climate resilient 
development and standards in 

vulnerable areas, develops best practices 
for coastal adaptation, and explores 

managed retreat.”

SEPT 2023 NOV 2023

Coast-wide planning process launched 
to develop a comprehensive framework 

for coastal resilience to guide state & 
local policy & management actions.

RECOMMENDATION FOR COASTAL RISKS:

RESILIENCE PLANS AND INITIATIVES (2023 – PRESENT)
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GOALS FOR A RESILIENT COAST
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COMMUNITIES WITH NEAR-TERM COASTAL FLOOD RISK

7 8  C O A S T A L  
C O M M U N I T I E S  

( I N  O R A N G E )
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COMMUNITIES WITH LONGER-TERM COASTAL FLOOD RISK

Extent of Coastal Resilience 
Districts in blue

7 8  C O A S T A L  
C O M M U N I T I E S  +
2 0  A D D I T I O N A L  
A L O N G  R I V E R S
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TIMELINE

ENGAGEMENT PLAN & 
ONBOARDING STAKEHOLDERS

CO-DEVELOP 
STRATEGIES

VISION, GOALS 
& INDICATORS

                 Wave 2
               Planning

                      Wave 3
                     Planning

ENGAGEMENT 
PROCESS

COASTAL RESILIENCE
 DISTRICTS

ADAPTATION
STRATEGIES

COAST-WIDE STRATEGY & 
IMPLEMENTATION

TECHNICAL PROCESS

PLAN 
FRAMEWORK

REFINE COAST-
WIDE STRATEGY

INPUT ON VISION, 
GOALS & INDICATORS

     Wave 1 
    Planning

WE ARE HERE
WINTER 2024FALL 2023 SPRING 2024 FALL 2024SUMMER 2024
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APPROACH TO THIS PLAN

COASTAL RESILIENCE DISTRICTS COASTAL TYPOLOGIES ADAPTATION
STRATEGIES

AVOID/
PREPARE

PROTECT 

RESTORE 

RETREAT

ACCOMMODATE
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AVOID/PREPARE

PROTECT 

RESTORE 

RETREAT

ACCOMMODATE

COASTAL RESILIENCE STRATEGIES

Avoid and/or prepare for coastal hazard risk by proactively intervening in an area to prevent putting 
people, homes, critical facilities and infrastructure at risk and building community expertise, 
capacity, and networks.

Accommodate coastal hazards by using adaptive strategies designed to allow continued use of flood-
prone areas by improving the ability of people, communities, and infrastructure to experience 
occasional flooding or limit damage from flooding.

Protect people and assets from risk by keeping flood waters away from homes, communities, critical 
facilities and infrastructure.

Restore and enhance the functioning of natural systems to protect people and property from coastal 
hazards.

Reduce or eliminate exposure to coastal hazards by enabling the relocation of people, property, and 
critical infrastructure, and sites of historic or cultural significance out of areas vulnerable to recurrent 
hazards.
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UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES FOR ENGAGEMENT



Thank you!

Deanna Moran
Chief Coastal Resilience Officer, MA CZM

Deanna.moran@mass.gov
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