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Marshes Matter
Food web nurseries

Shelter habitats
Coastal buffers
Nutrient filters

Carbon storage

Image: Ray Ewing, "Great Egret (Ardea alba)," Sengekontacket 
Pond, Edgartown, MA, MV Atlas of Life, iNaturalist, May 11, 
2026, https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/361664632



Salt Marsh Loss  

• Sea level rise 
• Farming + mosquito ditches 
• Problem species
• Development 
• Limited capacity to steward on island

Phragmites, a problem 
species, spreading across the 
marshes on Chappaquiddick, 

field trip on October 3, 2025



Vineyard Marsh Stewards

• Build on-island capacity to steward marshes
• Gather past marsh studies and restoration work
• Identify overall direction of marsh restoration and resilience
 CZM Coastal Habitat + Water Quality Grant FY26

Map adapted from the CZM Sea Level 
Affecting Marshes Model (SLAMM), 

2011 existing condition layer



Questions?
Sakiko Isomichi

isomichi@mvcommission.org
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